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|:|, The following cbservations were made st Koethen airfield between 16 and 26 June .
1953: . . o e
16 June. Between 9 a.m. and 11 a.nm., MiG-15¢ took off mostly in:livﬂ.duallz} and . _” :
oceasionally in formetions of fowr. One plane was observed towing « sleeve tar- 3
gat. Air activity continued until sbout 5 p.m. | | 25X1 =
25X1 [ |MiG-15s parked e% the field. g e - d
' 17 Juns. About noon, a few take-offs and landings were made by single-engine e
planes. Twenty-seven MiG-13s were parked at the fleld. B : =
18 June. There was no alr activity. Patrol details of 25 men each riding on
truecks were observed in the town. | | 25X
25X1C I ' |
20 June. Betusen 11 a.m. and noon, take~offs ver ; ! WOE 25X
25X1C ineluding | | More thza AC MiG-15s, were

obgerved at the field, some of them being parked In shrapnelproof airciait revet-
meptes. A1l vlenes were guarded by individusl sentries. At about 5:30 p.m., 23
men were engaged in digging poeitions inm the southeastern corner of the field
outpide the fence.

21 Jupe. There was no aly activity during the morning. The aireraft were still
parked in & dispersed pattern. The digging of positions continved. )

24 June. In the afternoon, eight MiG-15s |_ were observedSX1
on the dlgpersal avea of the alert flight. There were also twe tents near which

the aircraft crews wearing flving sulbs played ball. There was air activity .
between 5 p.m. and é p.m. | | Diggingzy 4
work was 3till under way. )

26 _June. Between 5345 p.m. and 6:10 p.n., ;s:uigle—nengine pianes took off indlvi-
duslly end made short flights.
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2. The airfield wes strictly guarded on 18 Jume. All hangars were open and empty.
4 total of 44 MiG-15 and U-MiC-15 planes; including No 411, were dispersed
over the entire azirfield. Some of the planes were parked in shrapnelproof air-
25X1X craft revetments. Trucks and tank trucke were covered with canouflage nets.
There was no elr actiwvity,

3. DBotween 9:30 a.m. and 2 p.;m. on 20 June, there wes air sectivity by MiG-15s. -
About noon, & biplane took off, flew around the field and landed after ome 25X1X
hour. The plane took off for the same flight at 2:30 p.m. ‘ '

25X1 :I_Ci_go@e;‘;xlﬁ. According to available information, Koethen sirfield is occupied
by two fighter regiments. The cbservaiions made during the period from 16 to 24
June 1953, when there were disturbances in East Germany, furnish & good plcture .
of the measures teken by the units of the Twenty-Fourth Air Army on this specisl
oceasion: the sircraft were on the alert, the planes stationed at the field were
dispersed oveyr the field outsids the hangars and soume were parked in the shrapnel-
proof aireraft reveiments; the wumber of sentries was increased; individual sen-
tries were posted at the planes; and entrenching opsrations were conducted which
were designed to facilitate the defense of the field sgeinst ground troops. It is
believed that the same messures wers takenat the other airfields in East Germeny.
The observation that the bangars were vacated snd the sircrafi were perked in
dispersed pattern at the field indicates the poesibility that the Soviets wight
have reckoned with the support of the ricters by western troops. The measures taken
offered the advantage to the sourcss %o observe the totel mumber of aircraft cute-
sids the hangars. The observations mede indicate that a strength of 44 MiG-15 is
approximately correct, . )
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